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Focus On

ARTS LIFE

By Paul Forsyth
staFF

NIAGARA FALLS — Cherie Michels has worked 
as a professional graphic artist, a florist making 
beautiful bouquets and a fine artist, and now 
she’s using her considerable artistic skills to 
make….sock monkeys.

Ironically, it’s her ‘munky’ creatures with mis-
matched eyes that are having the biggest impact 
of all her artistic creations on people from the 
four corners of the globe.

The Niagara Falls resident, who runs 
MunkyBuns Sock Toys, had been making her 
plush creations for her two young children, son 
Owen and daughter Ella, and saw how much 
they adored them. She eventually gathered her 
courage and exhibited at a craft show. 

Michels was shocked when she nearly sold 
out at that show.

The thrill of that had barely sunk in when 
tragedy struck Michels and her husband, David: 
39 weeks into a pregnancy, Michels lost her new 
daughter in December of 2009.

Naturally, she sunk into depression. But her 
munky creations helped her cope with the grief.

“I didn’t want to take the meds that the doc-
tors were prescribing,” she said. “I didn’t want to 
numb everything. At the end of the day I still had 

Cherie MiChels feels blessed to 
bring joy with soCk Monkeys

Cherie Michels is shown with some of her hand-made sock monkeys she makes at her Niagara Falls 
home studio.               Paul Forsyth/staFF Photo

to deal with the fact I’d lost my daughter.”
Michels once again started making her dolls 

— she calls them “friends” — in the studio in 
her home. 

“I poured my love and my hope and my 
desire not to let the pain overtake me into every 

new friend I created,” she said.
Through craft show exhibiting and through 

word of mouth, people started talking about her 
sock animals. At shows, kids’ faces lit up, but 
Michels said even adults get a certain look when 
they gaze on those felt eyes.

“They have this child-like joy,” she said. 
“I received a little bit of joy with each creation, 

knowing I was creating joy for someone else,” she 
said. “It kept me going.”

She’s shipped her MunkyBuns to the United 
Kingdom, Australia, Hawaii and Germany, and 
they’ve even ended up in Japan.

Michels said she gets a real kick out of the 
thought of kids around the world cuddling and 
cradling sock creatures she made with her own 
hands.

“It makes me feel like I’m spreading happi-
ness, I’m giving happiness to people,” she said. “It 
completely fulfills a part of my life.

“I feel unbelievably blessed to bring that to 
people.”

Michels, who now has a third child, son 
Finley, will join artisans from all over Ontario 
and Quebec who will exhibit at the 21st annual 
Thorold Christmas Art and Craft Show run-
ning on Saturday Nov. 15 and Sunday, Nov. 16 
at Thorold Secondary School at 50 Ormond St. 
North in Thorold. The event runs from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. each day with a $2 admission fee, with 
proceeds going to Thorold Secondary.

Show organizer Cathy Henderson said there 
will be a wealth of offerings at the juried show, 
ranging from hand-painted glass and wooden 
puzzles to nativity scenes, bird houses and feed-
ers, custom-crafted house numbers and name 
signs, stained glass, children’s clothing, jewelry, 
fashion accessories, jams and jellies, wildlife 
carvings, gifts and décor for wine lovers, woven 
cotton and wool blankets and more.

Michels said when people buy hand-made 
works from local crafters and artisans like her, 
they’re supporting people in their community: 
her sales literally help pay for her son’s Cub 
outings, her daughter’s dance lessons and gro-
ceries.

“It directly impacts my family’s life,” she said. 
To see Michels’ creations or to place orders, 

visit www.munkybuns.com.
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